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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY P

20 September 1949

SUBJECT: RESTIMATE OF S‘I‘A&'US OF ATONIC WARFARE IN THE USSR

The USSE has sn stomic snergy progrem vhich started ia late 1945
end wvhich ig being vigorously mrsuad gnder s top priority. Tha eur-
rent eetinete of the Joint Fueleer Fnergy .Intelligame Committes is
that the earliest poesible date by which the USSE might be expscted

to produce an atomic bomb is mid-1950 and the most orobable date is mid-

N
ESTIMATE BY TECHNWICAL OBJECTIVES

o foreign country 1s known to lbe developing & large-acgle uraniuom
isotope-separation program, although a mumber of c&nntries are plaaning
to dsvelop plutonlam production fecilities. It §s believed, that exelud-
ing Britain, the ﬁSSR, and peasibly Gamda. no foreign country has the
capability of producing suffielient ﬁ:slon.é‘bla roterial to meke an atomic
bomd within the next ten years. “EUErPwe

Present information indicates that & plutonium project toi' the

prodastion of figsionalle materials is being doveloped. It is reasonsbdle

1

to suppoee that the Soviets have had at least one low-energy pile (pmbably

graphite) operanting for a year or more although no incontrovertible

evidence exists. It is probable that produstion piles are now in the
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procsse of design md./ or sonstruction, Put their exsct sistus ie uwm-
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knova, There is no evidencs of a large-scale uranivm isotope separs-

$1lon project, vl

A2
There is no information inficating that sny forelgn couniry is

enseged in & project &ealing with radiclogicsl warlare sgente. defiwprnin

&2
Ag the produstion of yadiclogiesl warfare sgents requires opsrat-

" ing prodnetion piles, 1t is apparent that mo foreign country can have

done wery much in this £ield,=iiuwymiee

JLE

Fo informstion is aveilable,

=5

Defensive measures agelost raficlogical warfare agente have not
beon apparent within the USSKE, The eiungle poseidble azception 18 a rensry -
that a large portion of the counters being mammfastured by one German
plant for the USSR ia yumored to be for distritution to the Bed Army down
to the comvaxy level. Large production of fleld ocuntors for the Boviets
m been reportsd in Gmmm and elsevhere: bus, as far as san vbo dstar-
wined, these are primarily for uss in ij'.he uranivm mining operations, Al-
though proteciive measures for the gz.meral pablic may be ia the plauaning
stoge, 4t 48 difficult to believe that widespread educaficn PIOLTURE
would escape detection, PN
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Fo information is avalladle,
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